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themes, as in When Helen Lived, Fallen Majesty, and
the poignant Friends.

His later volumes, too, The Wild Swans at Code
(1919), Michael Robartes (1921), The Tower (1928),
The Winding Stair (1933)3 and Last Poems and Plays
(1940), show him responding

To that stern colour and that delicate line
That are our secret discipline

in landscape and life. He turned from books to
men ; though at times he felt " That the heart
grows old " and " The living beauty is for younger
men,53 he reached a maturity of vision from which
an astringent, athletic quality emerged, and he
justly hoped to

Dine at journey's end

With Landor and with Donne,    (To Towg Beauty.)

for he wrote many a

Poem maybe as cold

And passionate as the dawn.    (The Fisherman.)

Cold passion ; that is the clue to his new use of
words. Previously they had been symbols with a
penumbra of indefinite associations ; now they were
chastened and defined, their excrescent tendrils
lopped. Small wonder that Yeats influenced, and
was influenced by, the Imagists. A Thought from
Propertius might almost have been written by H.D.
Under the stress of this new severity the suave
rhythms gave place to more broken, freer measures,
owing something to free verse as well as to
Georgian experiments in " substitution/*